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WIRRAL  ""URBAN  •  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.,  jhairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


1  «  4  »  «  •  f 


I  nave-  the  honour1  to-  present  to  you  my  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  District  for  the 

year-  1959 . .  ■  ■  •  •  •  : 


My  appointment  with  the  Council  commenced  in  September, 
1959,  and  the  major  part  of  the  present  Report  therefore  covers 
a  period  when  my  distinguished  predecessor,  Dr.  JIB.  Yeoman, 
was  still  in  office. 


Tnis  is  my  first  Annual  Report  to  the  Council  and  it  is 
the  first j/vhich  has  been  issued  since  the  North-West  Cheshire 
Combined  Public  Health  District  was  divided.  Normally  it  would 
include  details  of  all  matters  which  influence  the  health  of 
the  District’s  residents,  but  in  view  of  the  increasing  pressure 
,  of  work  in  Public  Health  Departments  owing  mainly  to  the 
operation  of  the  Government’s  Civil  Defence  and  Evacuation 
Scherr°^.  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  directed  that  Annual  Reports 
for  the  present  to  be  restricted  to  essential  matters  only. 


‘  *  Vitai  statistics  for  the  year  may  be  regarded  as  very 
satisfactory.  A  high  birth  rate  and  a  low  infantile  mortality 
rat'ef  are  froth  gratifying  features  of  the  report.  Diphtheria 
and  scarlet  fever  were  rather  prevalent  and  attention  is  called 
in  the  Report  to  the.  high. proportion  of : cases  of  scarlet  fever 
which  have  been  treated  in  hospital.  The  Council’s  scheme  for 
free  diphtheria  immunisation  is.  expected  in  the  course  of  time 
to  reduce  the  incidence  of  diphtheria  in  this  District. 


.  .Duties  .in  xalation  .to,  Civil  Defence  and  -the  many  other 
emergency  measures  occupied  a  considerable  part  of  the  time  of 
the  Public  Health  Staff  during  the  closing  months  of  the  year, 
and  in  consequence  the  normal  work  of  the  Department  was 

curtailed  to  some-  extent .  ■'»  ... 

I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  'members  of  the  Council 
for  their  support  and  to  the  Council* s  Officers  for  their  valued 
eo-r^e^etion  during  the  year. 


•  ... 

I  am, 

Your  obedi ent  Servant , 


J.  HATTON 


. Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  0?  THE  AREA. 


Area  (acres) . ........... .  5,639 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Resident 

Population  (mid-1939 ). .......  . .  13,170 

Number  of  inhabited  houses. •••.•••• . , . ... . .  4,592 

Rateable  Value . . . .  £139 , 090 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate..,. . . .  £556 


Ihp  area  is  residential  and  agricultural. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1939. 


Total. 

Males . 

Females. 

Live  )  Legitimate 

276 

148 

128 

Bi  rt  hs )  11  legitimat  e> 

15 

5 

10 

at'i  11  births 

14 

8 

6 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
estimated  resident 
population . 22.09 


Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births . .  45.9 

•  i  *.  v  * 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales.*., . . . . . 15.0 


Total.  Males .  Females . 

Deaths  169  83  86 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population . 11.85 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales,. . . . . .  12.1 


3>°“'  Puerperal  causes:-  Rate  per  1,000  total 

Deaths .  (live  and  still)  births. 

Puerperal  sepsis . .  Nil. 

Other  puerperal  causes. .. ,  .Nil. 

Total. .  Nil. 


of  infants  under  1  year  of  age:- 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births........ . . . . .  30.51 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births..........  32.14 

;  .  ;  •/ 

I],  j  i'imate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births . 

Tr.far4-  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales.... . . .  50.0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages  )  .••.••••••  •  . .  24 

n  "  Measles  (all  ages) . . . 

"  ”  Whooping  cough  (all  ages), . 

"  "  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) . 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


The  table  below  was  compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the 
[Registrar -General,  and  the  classification  is  given  according  to 

the  cause  of  death. 


Causes  of  Death 
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•  III! 


Other  Circulatory  Diseases . 

fcj?OIlCllie  Se(V*©«o. «•♦©©«•  4444444444 

Bieumonia  (all  forms ) . . 

Other  Respiratory'  Diseases. . . . . . 

tic  ulcer... . . . 


Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years). 

ad  penal  0  J-  G1  rO  9  4  0  4  4  4  404  044444444  4# 

04444444444 


J,  -C 

j,rrhosi 


n°‘  »  of  Liver. .  . 


Other  diseases  of  the  liver,  etc 

Other  Digestive  diseases . . 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis . 

Puerperal  sepsis. . . 

Oth e r  Pu  erp era!  c aus  e  s . . . . . 

Congenital  debility,  Premature  Bi 
Ma if o mat i ons ,  etc . 

Senility. .  0©*>«  00400044444444444  4 

,*  <m\  1  "*  ~i  ‘"'j  if. 
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Other  Violence  . . . 

Other  Defined  Diseases . 

Causes  Ill-defined  ;or  Unknown... 
Diarrhoea  (2  years  and  over).... 


th 


U  :  y.  t. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA . 


Public  Health  Officers 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector: 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector: 
Clerk: 


J.  Hatton,  M.D.,  'D.P.H. 

G. H.  Williams,  A.R.SaruI, 

M.SJ.A. 

R.  Colenso,  C.R.San.I. 

H. R.  Bentley, 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  Medical  Officer  o 
Health  tn  One  Urban  District  Councils  of  Hoylake  and  Neston. 


Laboratory  Facilities, 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

•  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

Hospitals,  Public  and  Voluntary. 

♦  *  i  «  • 

There  has  been  no  change  in  these  services  during  the  year. 

Legislation  in  Force, 

•  ♦  I  1  1  r  1  »  »  • 

New  Building  Byerlaws  were  adopted  and  came  into  force 
on  1st  September ,  1939 . . 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water, 

Tjno  is  supplied  by  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board, 

whose  supplies  are  controlled  by  frequent  chemical  and  bacterio¬ 
logical  examinations. • -All  samples  analysed  during  the  year  have 
been  reported  as  very  satisfactory. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage . 

Parts  of  Heswall,  Irby,  Pensby  and  Thurstaston  are  sewered 
to  the  North  Wirral  Outfall;  parts  of  Heswall,  Irby,  Pen0 by  and 
Barnston  to  the  Fender  Valley  Sewer;  Gayton  and  parts  of  HPOT,,s11 
to  the  Dee . 

As  a  result  of  the  rapid  growth  of  the  district,  the 
Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  arrangements  are  inadequate.  A 
scheme  to  remedy  this  inadequacy  is  in  abeyance  as  a  result  of 
the  outbreak  of  hostilities. 


Rivers  and  Streams. 


No  cases  of  pollution  were  reported  during  the  year. 


Closet  Accommodation . 

There  are  no  privy  middens  in  the  district. 

The  following  premises  are  provided  with  pail  closets 

Permanent  dwellings  24 

Temporary  structures  138 


Public  Cleansing. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  is  supervised  by 
the  Sanitary  Department.  The  refuse  is  collected  by  nine  men 
with  two  Shelvoke  and  Drewrv  10  cubic  yard  freighters  and  is 
disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  Tnurstaston  Road,  Irby. 

The  district  is  divided  into  two  collection  areas,  and  is  set 
out  on  the  continuous  system  in  one  area  and  partly  on  that 
system  in  the  other. 

The  following  figures  show  the  cost  of  the  service 
compared  with  those  prepared  by  other  authorities. 


Wirral  Urban 
District 
Council. 


Average  for  Urban 
District  Seaside 
Holiday  Resorts. 


Weight  per  1,000  population 

per  day.  11.1  cwts.  18.2  cwts. 


Net  expe nditure  per  ton : - 
Collection 


Disposal 

Total 


ll/lld . 

2/6d. 
14/5d . 


9/0d. 
3/5d. 
12 /5d. 


Total  net  expenditure  per  ton 
excluding  loan  charges  and 
expenditure  for  new  plant 

out  of  revenue.  13/lld.  10/5d. 


Net  expenditure  per  1,000 

population  per  annum:- 

Collection 

£120,7 

Disposal 

£25.7 

Total 

£146.4 

Net  expenditure  per  1,000 

premises  per  annum:- 

Collection 

£401.3 

Disposal 

£85.2 

Total 

£486.5 

£150 

£57 

£207 


£453 

£170 

£623 


Average  weight  per  bin  over  the  whole  year;-  26.28  lbs. 

Rate  in  £  -  Collection  3.38d. 

Disposal  .72d. 

Total  4,10d. 


Weight  is  based  on  Test  weighings  every  quarter  '7  7^ 
Net  expenditure  per  bin  collected  -  2.09d. 


..  £  ~ 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area . 

Factories  and  Workshops . 

Administration  of  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act,  1903. 
and  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


— 

Inspections 

! 

• 

Premises 

\  1  / 

Number  of 
Inspections 
(2) 

Number  of  j  Number  of 
written  ?  Occupiers 
Notices  I  Prosecuted 

\  o }  r  \  Hu  ■ 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

i 

72 

7 

15  | 

k 

3.5  | 

Factories  without  mechanical 
power 

290 

Other  premises  (other  than 
outworkers*  premises) 

* 

149 

i 

15  |  - 

Total 

511 

1 

43  ! 

1 

Defects  found. 


Number  of  Defects 

1 

No*  of  offences 

Particulars 

a) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme¬ 

died 

(3) 

Refer¬ 
red  to 
H.M.I. 
(4) 

|  in  respect  of 
which  prose- 
|  cut ions  were 
instituted. 

i  V  ^  / 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

8 

5 

- 

i 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

15 

11 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

j, 

( Insufficient 
(Unsuitable  or 

7 

4 

Sanitary  Conveniences (  defective 

(Not  separate 

14 

9 

(  for  sexes 

6 

4 

— 

.Other  offences 

(not  including  offences  relating 
to  Home  Work  or  offences  under 
the  Sections  mentioned  in  the 
schedule  to  the  Minister  of  Health 
(Factory  and  Workshop  Transfer  of 
Powers)  Order,  1921  and  re-enacted 
in  the  3rd  schedule  of  the  Factories 
Act,  1937) 

14 

5 

Kj 

1 

Total 

64 

38 

5 

i 

— 

4 
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Inspections  Made  During  the  Year  Ended  51st  De  comb  or  ,  1939 


T 


NOTICES 

SERVED 


NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS 
MADE  (INCLUDING  RE- INSPECTIONS ) . 


S 

pw 

8 


— i 

H 


f 

I 

•  > 

©  ) 


i  RESULT  OF 
jj  SERVICE  OF 
NOTICES 


CSS 

© 

£ 
l — ' 

<1 

L-i 

ca 


Number « 

| 

j* -  -  - 

Dwelling  Houses;- 

jl 

< 

Inspected  on  Complaints 

630 

43 

-■ 

Re  Infectious  Disease 

207 

- 

Housing  Acts  on  Complaints 

290 

1 

15 

House  to  House  Inspection 

308 

t 

- 

4 

Overcrowding 

r » 

O 

| 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 

Factory  and  Workshop  Acts:- 
Bakehouses 

89 

! 

I  nn 

147 

i 

1  15 

Laundries 

14 

! 

— 

Workplaces 

348 

23 

5 

Theatres  and  Cinemas 

3 

- 

- 

Cowsheds 

92 

- 

~ 

Dairies  and  Mi Ik shops 

109 

- 

-- 

Milk  Samples 

104 

- 

- 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

130 

Fried  Fish  and  Chips  Shops 

29 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

102 

;  _ 

- 

Water  Supply 

7 

!  •• 

- 

S laugh t er hous  e 

591 

- 

Keeping  of  Animals 

33 

1 

» 

— 

Stables 

4 

- 

Schools 

48 

- 

- 

Sewers,  Ventilators,  etc. 

•  44 

- 

- 

Street  Gullies 

5 

- 

- 

Drains  Inspected 

164 

2 

Excavations  made 

56 

- 

- 

Smoke  tested 

15 

- 

- 

Water  tested 

3 

Septic  Tanks,  Cesspools 

47 

- 

- 

Refuse  Collection 

397 

- 

Refuse  Disposal 

381 

- 

- 

Offensive  Accumulations 

40 

- 

— 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act 

17 

- 

— 

Smoke  Observations 

40 

- 

— 

Smoke,  Complaints  Visited 

9 

- 

— 

Shops  Act  Inspections 

31 

— 

Pools ,  Ditches ,  etc . 

268 

— 

^rivy  Mi.dd.ens,  etc. 

35 

-  i 

— 

xRUo  Conveniences 

3 

- 

— 

Ashpits  and  Bins 

265 

66 

— 

Street  Vendors,  etc. 

6 

- 

— 

Ai r  Rai d  Pr  ec * ut i on s ; - 
General  Visits  and  Evacuation 

295 

— 

— 

Mi  seel laneous 

174 

1 

Total 

-  "  i 
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24 
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141 
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14 
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1 
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Shops  and  Offices . 


~8~ 


31  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  by'  the 
Sanit ary  Officers. 


Council’s 


Camping  Sires . 

Number  of  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  end  Similar  Structures  in 
the  District  for  the  Year  ended  51st  December, 

1939  . 


Ward 

Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 

Permanently  Casually 

Occupied  Occupied 

Tents 
(April  to 
September ) 

Bar ns ton 

8 

2 

»»» 

Guyton 

~ 

- 

He s wall 

12 

64 

12 

Irby 

5 

35 

25 

Pensby 

- 

- 

- 

Thurstaston 

3 

11 

42 

Total 

28 

110 

75 

Smoke  Abatement . 

40  smoke  observations  were  made  during  the  year-,  but  it  was 
unnecessary  to  serve  any  notice  either  formal  or  informal. 

Swimming  Baths  and  pools . 

There  are  no  public  baths.  Some  enthusiasts  bathe  in  the 
River  Dee. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs . 

No  cases  of  infestation  were  reported  during  the  year. 


Schools , 

i 

All  the  schools  have  main  water  supply  and  are  provided 
with  lavatory  basins  and  proper  sanitary  conveniences.  The 
schools  are  visited  systematically  to  ensure  that  the  ses 

are  being  .maintained  in  a  satisfactory  condition 


Housing  c 

The  housing  position  in  the  District  is  considered  to  be  in 
general  satisfactory. 

Material  and  labour  shortage  consequent; upon  the  outbreak 
of  hostilities  made  proceedings  under  the  Act  more  difficult, 

but  it  was  ei  hf  j  to  secure  the  remci/j r0  of  nb1 


Mi lk  Supply , 


During  the  year  early  morning  visits  have  been  paid  to  all 


* 


the  Lamms  whilst  milking  was  in  progress,  :and  there  is  a 
definite  endeavour  on  the  part  of  the  farmers  to  produce 
clear.p^  milk . 

A  new  dairy  has  been  constructed  at  one  farm  and  plans 
were  submitted  for  the  improvement  of  cowsheds  at  another. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods . 

The  carcases  of  all  animals  slaughtered  for  food  are 
examined  prior  to  sale  to  the  public  in  accordance  with  the 
Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924.  A  total  of  6073  lbs. 
was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  condemned.  The 
condemnation  due  to  tuberculosis  was  4420  lbs. 

There  is  one  registered  slaughterhouse  in  the  district  and 
twelve  purveyors  of  meat.  Meat  is  also  sold  from  butchers ? 
vans  from  neighbouring  ..areas . 


Adul teration,  etc . 

This  work  is  undertaken  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council, 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISE 


ASS 


127  cases  of  infectious  disease  (other  than  tuberculosis) 
were  notified  during  the  year.  Details  of  these  are  given  in 
the  adjoining  table. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  meningococcal  meningitis, 

^  46  cases  of  diphtheria 

exception,  were  removed  to 

with  diphtheria  anti-toxin. 

One  case  of  acute  poliomyelitis  arid  three  sporadic  cases 
of  enteric  fever  w.ere  also  notified  during  the  year.  In  addition 
there  were  11  cases  of  pneumonia  and  2  cases  of  erysipelas,  none 
of  which  presented  any  special  features. 

*  i  -  »••>.  •'  ,  f  .  »  .  ■  t  >•  ..  , 

37  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  reported  during  the  year, 

29  of  which  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  While  the 
preseuG  mild  form  .of  the  disease  continues,  isolation  of  non- 
essential  cases  in  hospital  will  be  of  littie  value  in  e^pcving 
the  spread  of  scarlet  fever  infection,  and  a  more  oaroiul 
selection  of  the  cases  actually  admitted  will  release  many 
hospital  beds  for;  more  important  uses..  As  far  as  possible  cases 
of  scarlet  fever  should  be  isolated  at  home,  and  admissions  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital  should  be  limited  to  those  cases  which 
fall  into  the  following  categories 

Unsuitable  accommodation  for  isolation  and  treatment  at 
home . 

Severe  type  of  illness  or  complications  necessitating 
hospital  treatment. 

.Lack  of  nursing  facilities  at  home. 

Cases  in  house  adjoining -business  or- public  premises, 
particularly  those; where  milk  is  produced  or  handled. 

Cases  where  the  head  of  the  home  would  lose  wages  if 
nursing  at  home  were  insisted  upon,- 

.4 *  * 

1 

No  cases  of  malaria  occurred  in’ the  Urban  District,  but 
12  cases  of  sonne  dysentery  were  notified. 

A  scheme  for  the  free  immunisation  of, the  public  against 
diphtheria  has  been  approved  by  the  Council  anu  this  /mil  be 
in  operation  early  in  the  new  year.  .  ’ 
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TUBERCULOSIS . 


No  aotion  has  been  taken  during  1939  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  relating 
to  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in 
the  milk  trade  or  under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 

1925,  relating  to  the  compulsory  pemoval  to  a  hospital  of 
persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during 


AGE 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

PERIODS 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-pu. 

Imonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 
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M. 

F. 

0  to  1 
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1  "  5 
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5  "  15 
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15  "  25 
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1 
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- 

- 

25  ”  35 

1 
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"  4,5 

1 
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«• 
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mm 
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45  "  55 
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- 

m* 

55  "  65 
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,  3 
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65  &  upwards 

p* 

** 
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0m 

** 

Totals 

4 

2 

3 

3 

6 

2 

- 

- 

1  in  3.5  is  the  ratio  between  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths 
and  total  tuberculosis  deaths. 
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